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S H O R T B I B L I O G R A P H I C A L N O T I C E S . 

Negro Folk Singing-Games and Folk Games of the Habitants. 
Traditional Melodies and Text transcribed by G R A C E C L E V E 

L A N D P O R T E R . Accompaniments by H A R V E Y W O R T I H N G T O N 

L O O M I S . Large 4 to, pp. xi + 85. London, I. Curwen & Sons, 
1914. 

T H I S collection of Negro Singing and Folk Games is based on 
articles by Mr. H. E. Krehbiel and information from a Negro nurse, 
Mammy Mary. A pleasant Introduction gives a charming account 
of this delightful old lady. Some of the games were shown for 
the first time in Europe, in 1913, by the children of the Esperance 
Guild of Morris Dancers, at Miss Porter's Recital in Small Queen's 
Hall, and were received with much favour. I t is a valuable addi
tion to the stock of Singing Games, and doubtless in a few years 
they will be as popular among English as they now are to 
American children, and form yet another link with our over
sea neighbours. 

Modern Greek Carols in Honour of St. Basil. By W . R . B A T O N 

and W . R . H A L L I D A Y , reprinted from The Annual of the 
British School at Athens. No. xx., 1913-14. 

T H I S pamphlet contains an interesting collection of carols sung by 
singers who go about from house to house on the Eve of St. Basil, 
which is fixed at New Year's Day, and make collections under the 
pretext of wishing the inmates good luck for the coming year. It 
is a curious fact that throughout the Christianity of the Nearer East 
St. Basil has not been uniformly honoured by popular rites j he 
does not appear in the carols of the Armenians, and Dr. Gastcr 
calls attention to the remarkable point that, as the Saint dropped 
out of recollection, the plant busuoic (basilicum), which enjoys a 
high reputation owing to some legends connecting it with the 
Passion, has been substituted for him. A bunch of busuoic is offered 
as a gift, or carried about as a protection against all kinds of evil 
influence. The basil plant plays, as is well known, an important 
part in the religious rites and superstitions of modern Greece. 
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Sun-Cult and Megaliths in Oceania. By W. H. R. R I V E R S . 

Reprinted from The American Anthropologist, N.S. Vol. 
xvii., No. 3. July-September, 1915. 

" T H E R E I S , " says Dr. Rivers, " a t present no decisive evidence 
that the Sun was the object of a public religious cult in any part of 
Polynesia." There is, however, reason to believe that behind the 
practices of the Areoi, best known to ethnologists as chartered 
libertines practising infanticide, there is a cult of the Sun. For 
example, it is remarkable that this society becomes inactive and 
goes into retreat at the season of the year when the Sun is north 
of the Equator, and the members come out of their retirement to 
celebrate the festival of Mahui, the god who brings fertility and 
abundance, who is, according to one observer, a personification of 
the Sun. There is other evidence from Polynesian cults which 
supports this theory. But such annual movements of the Sun 
which take place in an equatorial region would not be so noticeable 
as to suggest the birth and death of a human being or of an anthro
pomorphic god. The inference is that if the central idea of these 
Polynesian secret societies be the representation of the Sun's 
movements by the simile of the birth, life, and death of a god, we 
are driven to the view that the idea and the resulting cult must 
have been introduced into Oceania by a people who came from 
some latitude where the simile would have a meaning. This is 
the view of Dr. Rivers, a new convert to the theory of the trans
mission of belief and custom. For the present there is no 
evidence where this centre of origin was situated. He makes the 
interesting suggestion that the foreign race which, on this supposi
tion, introduced the Sun cult were also the builders of the stone 
buildings and carvers of the images which still constitute such a 
mystery. There remains, of course, the possibility that these 
structures and images may originally have served some other 
purpose, the cult of the dead for instance, and may at a later 
period have been associated by the societies with their Sun cult. 
But wider study of the cults and traditions of Oceania is needed 
before the problem raised in this interesting paper can be finally 
solved. 
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Legends of Saints and Sinners. Collected and translated from the 
Irish by D O U G L A S H Y D E , LL.D., D.Litt. London : T. Fisher 
Unwin, n.d. [1815]. Crown 8vo, pp. xiv + 395. Price a s . 6d. 

T H I S is a volume of an excellent new series, " Every Irishman's 
Library." It is a collection of genuine Irish folk-tales, which may 
be called Christian, and many of the tales are translated for the 
first time or gathered from sources not generally accessible. " Some 
of them," Dr. Hyde says, "obviously come from Continental sources, 
though how they first found their way to Ireland is obscure, and 
the derivation of some of them cannot now be traced j others, how-
ever, are of purely native invention; while a third class engrafts 
native traits and ideas upon foreign subject matter." The dove
tailing of what is Pagan into what is Christian is very characteristic. 
It is to be noted that the Devil personified rarely appears, and 
Witches, with the terrible tales of Witch Sabbaths, are unknown. 
The tales chiefly relate to Irish Saints; among foreign Saints the 
name of St. Peter is predominant, followed by St. Paul and St. 
Martin. Among mythical characters we find Grainne Oigh, Father 
Brian, the Old Woman of Beare, Mulruana, and other well-known 
names, like Oisin, Oscar, and Solomon. How the tale of the 
Great Hebrew King, with its strong oriental flavour, came to 
Ireland is unknown. The Evil Eye was known in Ireland, but no 
tale is based on this belief, and while witches are unknown they 
are replaced by characters male and female, known as Amait, 
which are purely Pagan and owe nothing to Christianity. The 
Devil is a grotesque rather than a terrible figure, and Mr. Hyde 
warns us that names like " T h e Devil's Bi t" and " T h e Devil's 
Punchbowl," so common in Irish nomenclature, do not always 
correspond to the original Irish appellation. One curious tale, 
" T h e Stone of Truth, or The Merchant of the Seven Bags," is 
based on the legend of the famous Lia Fail which has been ex
haustively discussed by Mr. Hartland ; l another, " T h e Death of 
Bearachan," is almost unique, as showing a point of contact between 
Breton and Irish folklore; the story of " T h e Student who left 
College " embodies the belief in the danger of eating food of the 
Other World; that of " T h e Old Woman of Beare" appears to be 

1 Ritual and Belief, p. 290 et seqq. 
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in part a reminiscence of" Sindibad the Sailor "; the " Poem of the 
Tor" bears a strange resemblance to the famous " North of England 
Wake Dirge"; the "Great Worm of Shannon" is based on the 
belief that the winding course of a river is due to the wriggling of 
a serpent. We have also the curious belief in an insect known as 
the Dardaol, which must be burnt: " because if you stamp on it 
with your foot, or kill it with a stone or a stick, then the next 
time your foot, or the stick, or the stone strikes a person or an 
animal it will give rise to mortal injury." 

Enough has been said to indicate the value of Dr. Hyde's col
lection, and it may be hoped that he will soon give us another 
instalment from the wide material at his disposal. 

E R R A T A . 

Vol. xxvi., p. a 10, line 9—for G. A. Lebour read Nona Lebour. 
Do. p. ail, line 23—for T. B. Partridge read], B. Partridge. 

Books for Revieif) should be addressed to 
T H E E D I T O R O F Folk-Lore, 

c/o M E S S R S . S I D G W I C K & J A C K S O N , L T D . 

A D A M S T . , A D E L P H I , L O N D O N , W.C. 
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